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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, September 17, 
2008, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet, 
during the session of the Senate, to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘401(k) Fee 
Disclosure: Helping Workers Save for 
Retirement’’ on Wednesday, September 
17, 2008. The hearing will commence at 
10 a.m. in room 430 of the Dirksen Sen-
ate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, September 17, 2008, at 10 
a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Oversight of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation’’ on Wednesday, September 
17, 2008, at 9:30 a.m., in room SH–216 of 
the Hart Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, September 17, 
2008. The Committee will meet in 418 
Russell Senate Office Building, begin-
ning at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Special 
Committee on Aging be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, September 17, 2008 from 
10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. in Dirksen 562 for 
the purpose of conducting a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXTENDING AUTHORITY OF 
SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 6889, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 6889) to extend the authority of 

the Secretary of Education to purchase guar-
anteed student loans for an additional year, 
and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read three times and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements related to the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 6889) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

CALLING FOR GREATER DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN THE DALAI LAMA AND 
CHINA 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. Res. 643 and that the Senate proceed 
to its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the resolution by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 643) calling for great-

er dialogue between the Dalai Lama and the 
government of China regarding rights for the 
people of Tibet, and other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I fur-
ther ask unanimous consent that the 
resolution be agreed to, the amend-
ment which is at the desk be agreed to, 
the preamble, as amended, be agreed 
to, the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any statements re-
lating to the resolution be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 643) was 
agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 5630) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: To amend the preamble) 

Strike the fifteenth and sixteenth where-
as clauses of the preamble. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, as 
amended, reads as follows: 

S. RES. 643 

Whereas, on April 25, 2008, China’s official 
news agency Xinhua expressed the willing-
ness of the Government of China to meet 
with envoys of the Dalai Lama; 

Whereas, on May 4, 2008, Special Envoy of 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama Lodi Gyari and 
Envoy Kelsang Gyaltsen met with Chinese 
Executive Vice Minister Zhu Weiqun and Ex-
ecutive Vice Minister Sithar for one day of 
talks, in which the Government of China al-
leged that the Dalai Lama instigated the 
March 2008 unrest in autonomous Tibetan 

areas of China, and was sabotaging the 
Olympic Games; 

Whereas Hu Jintao, General Secretary of 
the Communist Party of China, released a 
statement after this meeting saying that his 
Government of China was committed to a 
‘‘serious’’ dialogue with the Dalai Lama; 

Whereas, at the United States-European 
Union (EU) Summit on June 10, 2008, the 
United States and the European Union 
issued a joint statement welcoming the deci-
sion by the Government of China to hold 
talks with representatives of the Dalai 
Lama, and urged ‘‘both parties to move for-
ward with a substantive, constructive and 
results-oriented dialogue at an early date’’; 

Whereas the Envoys of His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama’s Kelsang Gyaltsen and Lodi 
Gyari visited Beijing from June 30 to July 3, 
2008, to conduct the seventh round of the Ti-
betan-Chinese dialogue; 

Whereas, during these talks, the Govern-
ment of China issued a new set of demands, 
including that the Dalai Lama prove that he 
does not support Tibetan independence or 
disruption of the Olympic Games in Beijing; 

Whereas the Dalai Lama has stated mul-
tiple times he does not favor the independ-
ence of Tibet and is instead seeking negotia-
tions to address the legitimate grievances of, 
and provide genuine autonomy for, the Ti-
betan people within the People’s Republic of 
China, and is committed to non-violence; 

Whereas the Dalai Lama has repeatedly 
and publicly declared his support for the 
Olympic Games in China, as well as his in-
tention to attend the opening ceremony, if 
invited; 

Whereas, at the conclusion of the July 
round of talks, officials of the Government of 
China did not accept a proposal by the rep-
resentatives of the Dalai Lama to agree to a 
joint statement supporting a continuation of 
the dialogue process; 

Whereas Special Envoy Lodi Gyari said on 
July 5, 2008, that the talks with the Govern-
ment of China, called for by the inter-
national community, were ‘‘disappointing 
and difficult’’; 

Whereas, in contrast to the opinion of Spe-
cial Envoy Lodi Gyari, President George W. 
Bush said on July 6, 2008, that ‘‘it looks like 
there’s some progress, at least in the talks 
with the Dalai Lama’’; 

Whereas officials of the Government of 
China subsequently stated that the talks 
with the Dalai Lama’s envoys are only about 
the Dalai Lama’s personal future, rather 
than about the future of Tibet; 

Whereas the Office of the Dalai Lama on 
July 17, 2008, restated its position that the 
talks are about ‘‘the future of 6,000,000 Tibet-
ans in Tibet and not His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama’’; 

Whereas, on July 11, 2008, the European 
Parliament adopted a resolution that ‘‘wel-
comes the resumption of contacts, after the 
events of March 2008 in Lhasa, between the 
representatives of the Dalai Lama and the 
Chinese authorities’’ and ‘‘encourages the 
two parties to intensify these contacts so as 
to establish the bases for mutual trust, with-
out which it will be impossible to arrive at a 
mutually acceptable political solution’’; 

Whereas China’s People’s Armed Police 
troops have been sent to monasteries in Ti-
betan areas to give monks ‘‘relevant infor-
mation’’ about the Olympics, and Chinese 
authorities have stepped up ‘‘patriotic edu-
cation’’ campaigns designed to conform the 
religious practices of Tibetan Buddhists to 
Communist Party rules, including forcing 
monks and nuns to denounce the Dalai 
Lama: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
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(1) urges the Dalai Lama or his representa-

tives and the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China to begin earnest negotia-
tions, without preconditions, to provide for a 
mutually agreeable solution that addresses 
the legitimate grievances of, and provides 
genuine autonomy for, the Tibetan people; 

(2) urges that the talks in October 2008 be-
tween the Government of China and the 
Dalai Lama should focus on the welfare, cul-
tural, political, and religious autonomy of 
the Tibetan people, and not on the person of 
the Dalai Lama; 

(3) affirms that the human rights of Tibet-
ans and their right to practice religion free 
of government regulation is not an internal 
matter of any one country; 

(4) urges the President to take a more per-
sonal and engaged interest in the successful 
conclusion of these negotiations, both uni-
laterally and in coordination with United 
States allies; and 

(5) calls on the United States Government 
to press the Government of China— 

(A) to respect freedom of speech and free-
dom of association, as required by inter-
national law and as enshrined in the Con-
stitution of China and to release those who 
have committed no crime other than peace-
ful protest; and 

(B) to end the ‘‘patriotic education’’ cam-
paign against lay and clerical Tibetans and 
allow Tibetans to practice their religion 
freely. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2008 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand in recess until 10 a.m. tomorrow, 
Thursday, September 18; that following 
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of 
proceedings be approved to date, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 

their use later in the day, and the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each; fur-
ther, that the mandatory quorum 
under rule XXII be waived with respect 
to the motions to proceed to S. 3297 
and H.R. 6049. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECESS UNTIL 10 A.M. TOMORROW 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand in recess under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:46 p.m, recessed until Thursday, 
September 18, 2008, at 10 a.m. 
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